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Simultaneous Apomictic and sexual reproduction
Citrus is one of the unique species, having both sexual and
apomictic reproduction (embryo develops from nucellus or
integument) simultaneously resulting in polyembryony. This
provides an opportunity to make comparative studies of both
reproductive systems in single plant.
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From President’s Desk...

Dear Members,

Greetings from the Secretariat!

The year 2020 has come to an end teaching us many
new life lessons and changing our lifestyles forever.
In what has come to be known as a ‘new normal’
the world is finding alternative ways and means to
function meaningfully with least human to human
contacts. Once again, the importance of the Science,
Technology, Innovation (STI) continuum has come to
the fore in managing this unprecedented global crisis.

While the pandemic has upset every aspect of human
existence, the resilience of the agriculture sector in
India has been impressive. As per the first estimates
the Nominal GDP in the year 2020-21 is estimated to
attain a level of Rs 195.86 trillion, as against Rs 203.51
trillion in 2019-20, showing a growth rate of -3.8
percent, whereas the agriculture sector is estimated
to see a growth of 3 percent in 2020-21, as against 4.3
per cent in 2019-20. The pandemic helped catalyze
a shift across the agricultural sector with the help of
innovative, formal, and digital technologies.

The COVID-19 outbreak and the consequent
migration of farm labour expedited farmers’ adoption
of agri-technology, farm mechanization and app-
based crop advisory services, in particular. The public
institutions as well as the seed industry rose to the
occasion providing on-line and on-farm support in
reaching the inputs and marketing through e-mandis.

It is well recognized that the seed security is essential
for achieving food security. It is also acknowledged
that nutrition security, and not just food security,
is crucial for the human wellbeing. Keeping this in
view and commemorating the 75th anniversary of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the UN,
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India released 17 biofortified
crop varieties on 16 October, 2020. The National Seed
Project of the ICAR is doing a commendable job in
popularizing the new improved crop varieties, which
are not only high yielding under optimum growing
conditions, but also more tolerant to major biotic and
abiotic stresses and nutritionally enriched. As a result
of these efforts there is an increasing trend in the VRR
and SRR of all major field crops and vegetables. The
seed professionals, both in the public and private
sector will not only have to spread awareness about
the benefits of such improved varieties, but also
contribute in ensuring timely availability of good
quality seeds of such varieties. We believe that “Good
seed in good soil yields abundant”!

Malavika Dadlani



Seed Tech News

Dr. Umarani Ranganathan,
Professor  (Seed  Science
and Technology), TNAU,
Coimbatore received the
‘Research, Innovation and
Technology Development
el Award’  (Public Sector)
during ‘India Seeds Awards
2020" by the ‘Agriculture
Today’ Group on 5th
December, 2020 for her novel technologies in seed
quality enhancement through priming, pelleting,
coating and other similar interventions.

B Dr Keshavulu Kunusoth,
. @ Director, Telangana State
H Seed & Organic Certification
# Agency and Vice-President,
il ISTA, Switzerland, has
§ received ‘Policy Leadership
§ Award for The Seeds
Sector-2020" during ‘India
Seeds Awards 2020' by
the Agriculture Today’
Group on 5th December, 2020 for his contribution
in several policy reforms in the seed sector at
the state and national level. This has resulted in
exemplary growth in the areas of seed production,
quality control, marketing and cooperation with
international organizations.

Dr. Basave Gowda, Special
Officer (Seeds), UAS,
Raichur  received  ‘Life
Time Achievement Award’
in the International Web
Conference on  Global
Research Initiatives for
Sustainable Agriculture
& Allied Sciences
(GRISA AS-2020) which

was organized by Astha Foundation during 28-30
December, 2020.

AWARDS AND HONOURS 7

Other awardees who received awards" during
‘India Seeds Awards 2020” by the ‘Agriculture
Today’ Group on 5th December, 2020

Award

Organization/Person

Best CSR Initiative

Kaveri Seeds Company
Limited

Best Seed Certification

Telangana State Seed &

Agency Organic Certification
Agency

Best State in Seed Uttar Pradesh

Supply Planning

Excellence in Seed Kaveri Seeds Company

Infrastructure —

Processing

Best Seed Infrastructure | Gubba Cold Storage

— Storage

Research, Innovation &
Tech Development

Incotec India

Best Seed Testing
Laboratory - Private
Sector (Vegetables)

Acsen HyVeg

Best Seed Testing Lab —
Private (Field Crops)
Best Seed Testing

Laboratory in Public
Sector

Lifetime Achievement
Award - Public Sector

Lifetime Achievement
Award - Private Sector
Industry Leadership

Award for The Seeds
Sector-2020

e e
Farmers Choice Award

Nuziveeedu Seeds ?

Maharashtra State
Seeds Corporation Ltd.

Las T TR
| Bayer Crop Science |

Dr. SX Rao, Vice-
Chancellor, RVSK\'\
Gwalior
Dr. M Ramasami,
Chairman, Rasi Seed-
Dr. Mandava
Prabhakar Rao,
President, National
Seed Association of
India, and Chairman
& Managing Director
Nuziveedu Seeds

Limited.














































