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Newly elected Executive Council of Indian Society of Seed
Technology (2017-2020) takes over the charge

From President's Desk...

Dear Members,
Greetings from the Secretariat!

At the outset I, on behalf of the newly elected Executive
Committee, wish to express our thanks to all of you for
choosing us to serve you for the coming three years to
make our esteemed society a fine example of a
professional body. We are humbled at the confidence
bestowed on us and assure you of our most sincere efforts
to raise the status of the Indian Society of Seed Technology
amongst the most competently run and science-based
academic bodies in the country.

It is needless to say that we need everyone’s support in our
endeavour. Moving forward, we would like ISST to be
more inclusive and interactive. We would welcome your
suggestions and views in making our efforts more fruitful
and serve better. In spite of your busy schedules, [ would be
personally grateful if you kindly take some time out and
communicate with us how you would like your Society to
grow! Agriculture is going through a phase which is both
challenging and exciting. On one hand, we are struggling
to maintain sustainability of our farmers in the face of
increasing threats of climate change and pest complexes,
shrinking natural resources and rising cost of production.
On the other, new opportunities are opening with cutting
edge inventions and innovations, such as CRISPR CAS-9
and other gene editing tools; a range of effective and
targeted biological and combination seed treatments,
including Nano formulations; cloud seeding technology
and so on. Seed technologists have a greater role to play by
testing the efficacies of various technological options,
customizing to suit our needs and adopting the best
practices. Seed technologists are the most vital link in the
whole process of variety development and quality seed
supply to the end user, the farmer. As a professional body
our focus should be to engage all stake holders in a manner
that will synergize our individual efforts for the benefit of
the farmers and simultaneously creating more visibility to
Seed Technology as a discipline.

The new EC proposes to create Zonal Chapters of ISST, as
communicated by the Secretary earlier. We also propose to
organize a one day Brainstorming or a Special Lecture to
celebrate the Foundation Day of our Society.

As you are aware Seed Tech News (STN) is a quarterly
newsletter to communicate the forthcoming events having
directed to seed professionals; new technological options
and innovations; debate on policy issues: new publications
and special achievements by its members. So, please
communicate newsworthy items to the Editor, STN.

Looking forward to your views and suggestions and with
warm personal regards, and wish you all a very happy and
prosperous New Year 2018.

Malavika Dadlani
























