Bid to export new varieties to
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD)

has added 42 new seed varieties to the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
list after receiving recommendations from the industry
taking the total number of registered varieties to 190
and 24 crops. OECD is a group of 35 countries which
has set up standards for seed development and the same
can be traded among the member countries. Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare had added 42 new
varieties to the OECD list. As of now, about 190 varieties

and 24 crops have already been registered. Earlier this
year, the government had included 3§ varieties to the

OECD list. Inclusion of more varieties in this list will
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allow Indian companies to boost exports as it opens up
a huge export market. Rajasthan and Telangana has

e been identified as the lead designated agencies for seed

certification for Northern India and Southern Indiz

respectively. Telangana State Seed Certification Agencs
also got the permission for establishment of an

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) cell and
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International Seed Federation

ISF WORLD SEED CONGRESS-2017

International Seed Federation (ISF) and
Hungarian National Organising Committee are
going to organise 68" ISF World Seed Congress-
2017 at Budapest, Hungary from 22 to 24 May.
Online congress registration will be available from
10" January 2017 to 3 May 2017. This congress
provides the oppurtunity to create the best
environment for the global movement of seed, to
promote plant breeding and innovation in seed.
For more details please visit the website http://
www.worldseedcongress2017.com.

has already disbursed Rs.12.8 lakh for this purpose.

(Source: Extracts from Economic Times)
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[The ISST Announces XIV National Seed |
Seminar at ICAR-IARI, New Delhi to be |
held during January 28-30 2017 é
(for details: www.nssiari2017.in) |
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DR. KESHAVULU KUNUSOTH

Member-at-Large

Dr. Keshavulu Kunusoth, is the Director, Telangana State
Seed and Organic Certification

Authority (TSSOCA), which is the regulatory body
for State of Telangana in India. He is also
Designated Authority of OECD Varietal Certification
for four Indian states and also authority for Organic
Certification of organic food and agricultural products.
Dr. Keshavulu Kunusoth completed Bachelor’s
Degree in Agricultural Sciences and Masters in
Seed Science and Technology at Acharya N G
Ranga Agricultural University, Hyderabad, India, Ph.D.
at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, Tamil
Nadu, India and Post-Doctoral Research at University
of California, Davis, USA with Professor Kent .
Bradford in the year 2009-10. As Professor &
University Head in the State Agricultural University
(Formerly ANGRAU), made significant contributions
in the areas of seed biology, seed production, seed
certification, quality control, variety identification and
storage. He was instrumental in establishment of
Nodal Centre for conducting DUS test and training for
southern states of India, under PPV&FR Authority of
India. He gained extensive research experience on
characterization of crop cultivars and Plant Genetic
Resources using morphological, electrophoresis and
molecular markers. Dr. Keshavulu was involved in
the development of simple and inexpensive seed storage
technologies and also he was a strategic member for
USAID projects on “Seed Systems in South East Asian
and East African Countries”. He made several National
and International research broad and working
collaborations, he was instrumental in establishing Seed
Science and Technology division and DNA laboratory
in the University. He taught several courses and acted
as mentor for number of students specializing in Seed

Science and Technology. The first ISTA Congress that

Keshavulu attended was in Iguassu Falls, Brazil in 2007,
since then involved as working collaborator in variety
testing through Dr. Berta Killermann. Thereafter, he

became Member of Variety |
Committee in 2011, he has
been actively contributing to
ISTA and
participating ISTA meetings, |

activities

Keshavulu was elected to the |
Executive Committee. He |

wish to promote ISTA ‘_
linkages with Indian Seed |
Industry, SAARC seed

forum, seed organizations like APSA. He is a Member
of Indian Seed Sub-Committee on Crop Standards,
Notification and Release of Crop Varieties since 2013
and also a member of several technical committees
at the state and national level. He organized several
capacity building programmes including workshops
and conferences in India and abroad as well, since 2003.
Dr. Keshavulu has published more than 75 research
articles and abstracts, books, technical bulletins/
descriptors and reports, training manuals etc., at National
and International level. He has executed several special
Seed Technology assignments at state and National
level. He visited several countries, recognized as a
successful seed scientist and received several awards
in recognition for his outstanding contributions in the
area of Seed Science and Technology.

Mandate of the Division of

Seed Science and Technology

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi

®  Development of seed production technology

Basic, strategic and applied research on seed quality assessment,
maintenance and enhancement

®  Standardization of seed testing procedures

e  Facilitating implementation of Seeds Act, Plant Varicty
Protection and Farmers Act and issues related to seed marketing

®  Strengthening human resource development in seed science
and technology

°

Enhancing quality seed availability through Farmers’

participation
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