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he Brazilian Grape
Tree (Plinia

cauliflora) is native to
South America. The fruit,

a succulent looking
purple colour can be
plucked and
straight from the tree.

The flowering habit is cauliflorous — means the plants
flower direct from the woody trunk or stems. The fruit
itself is about four centimeters in diameter and has up
to four large seeds. It is a popular ingredient in jellies,
refreshing summer juices and can be fermented into
wine. The fruit is used to treat asthma and diarrhea and
is also proven to fight cancer. Its slow growing habit
makes the plant most popular as bonsai plant.
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he sixth National Seed Congress jointly

organized by UP Beej Vikas Nigam and NSRTC,
Varanasi at Lucknow was inaugurated by Shri Anand
Singh, Minister of Agriculture, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh.
Shri Ujjawal Raman Singh, Chairman, UPBVN, Shri
Rajeev Kumar Singh and Shri Manoj Kumar Pandey,
State Agriculture Ministers, Shri Yogesh Partap Singh,
State Basic Education Minister, Shri Alok Ranjan,
Agriculture Production Commissioner, UP, Shri
Debashis Panda, Principal Secretary (Agriculture), Dr.
Atanu Purkayastha, Joint Secretary (Seeds), Ministry
of Agriculture, Govt. of India, Shri Ranjan Shukla,
Principal Secretary (Coordination), Govt. of UP along
with Senior Officers from Ministry of Agriculture,
Govt. of India were present. The congress was attended
by 425 delegates representing Directorate of Agriculture
from various states, MD of State Seed Corporations,
Director of State Seed Certification Agencies, Senior
State Government officials, Scientists, Seed
Technologists and Research Scholars from reputed
national and state research institutes, SAUs, Private
Seed Companies, Seed producers and progressive
farmers. Shri Akilesh Yadav, Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh presided over the closing ceremony
of the congress and awarded the progressive farmers
of the state. The major attraction was the ‘Seed Expo’
demonstrating potential crop varieties by major
stakeholders of Indian Seed Industry. The three day
congress had six technical sessions, chaired by experts
and eminent personalities to debate on strategic
planning of seed production and advancement in the
area of seed science and technology.

Congress Conclusions

Major recommendations of the congress are as follows;

Session-I : Advances in varietal improvement
and seed quality enhancement
Chairman : Dr. RR Hanchinal

Chairperson, PPV &FR -Authority

Co-Chairman: Dr. B. Gopal Reddy
S i Director, APSSCA



Seed Tech News

NARS must provide strong support to national
seed system by supplying sufficient quantity of
breeder seeds of newly notified varieties at right
time, Seed production system must be supported
by appropriate agronomic practices at the time of
release of variety

The public sector organizations including
Cooperatives like ITFECO, KHRIBCO ete. should
build o robust seed production system for major
crops including millets to make them available to
the farmers

Focus is needed o identify alternative hybrid seed
production areas to enhance availability of quality
seeds which would reduce huge cost involved in
transportation and storage for establishing strong
seed distribution network

Government should formulate strategic plan to
replace original mega varieties with new improved
stress tolerant varieties, State extension machinery
should promote these stress tolerant varicties
among farmers through crop demonstrations,
cluster demonstrations, farm schools, distribution
of mini-kits etc.

Seed quality enhancement is one area, where
Indian public sector needs to gear-up to
international requirements to crave special niche
for quality seed from India in international seed
market

Session-11 ¢ Seed planning
Chairman ¢ Sh. Debashis Panda

Principal Secretary (Agriculture)

Co-Chairman : Sh. Anand Krishna

MD, KSSC Ltd.

All states must make efforts to produce quality
seed as per seed plan by engaging credible seed
producers having technical competence, sufficient
seed infrastructure facilities and experience in
seed production

Provisions under Govt. development schemes like
NFESM, RKVY, Accelerated Pulse Production
Programme (A3P) clusters may be used to
produce quality seeds aiming at both increasing
seed and varietal replacement rate

State should have seed contingent plan to
effectively tackle the impacts caused by natural
calamities and should have strategies to meet the
demand of quality seeds of improved varieties/
hybrids

Session-111

Chairman

Co-Chairman: Sh. Raju Barwale

Provisions of the exemptions for expenditure op
R&D under Section 35 of 1T Act for seed
companies having R&D centre recognized by
Department of Scientific & Industnal Research
may be given
Steps need to be taken to bridge the existing gap
between varieties released/notified and actyg)
variety in sced production chain. Thrust op
promoting new high yielding variety/hybrid
through systematic seed plan, novel extension
approaches and Govt. policy interventions need
to be adopted
Emphasis should be given to conserve local and
traditional varieties, which are having high
nutritional and novel quality attributes

+ Seed trade and Public-Private
Partnership

: Dr. Atanu Purkayastha
Joint Secretary (Seeds), Govt. of lndia

MD, Mahyco Ltd.

ln order to tap the international seed trade, Govt.
of India may formulate long term export policy
by liberalizing custom and NBA requirements.
Incentives may also be provided to harness the
export potential of India for exporting the seeds
to many countries especially in Asia and Pacific
Regions
Scheme for promotion of Seed Export in sub-
mission of seeds and planting materials under
National Mission on Agricultural Extension and
Technology (NMAET) must be popularized
Government may facilitate custom seed
production for export. The seed companies will
produce the seeds exclusively for export purposes
under OGL category with a long term tie up with
Foreign Seed Company or Organization
Research may be focused on the requirement of
quality parameter in relation to export of seed and
accordingly, seed production plan may chalk out
through 10 State Authorities designated under
OECD Seed Scheme. Government of India may
relax export barrier and provide production
subsidies for production of seed meant for export
Seed testing laboratories across the country should
be provided with GM sampling and testing
procedures with special reference to advanced






















